NBC NEWS - STS 41-C LANDING (4-13-1984) 


https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=EVKJH2EMQaA (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=EvKJH2EM9aA 





Uploaded by DANNOTCH'S NEWSVIDEOS 
(https:/Awww.youtube.com/channel/UC7XOLKts7k4FT498Id_x5sq) on Wed Jun 09 2021. 


From April 13th, 1984 NBC NEWS Coverage of the STS-41-C Landing. 
Landed at 8:43 A.M E.T 


STS-41-C CREW: 

Commander: Robert L. Crippen 

Pilot: Francis R. 'Dick' Scobee 

Mission Specialist 1:Terry J. Hart 

Mission Specialist 2:James D. A. van Hoften 
Mission Specialist 3:George D. Nelson 
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and we are have do have the shuttle in sight now we will show you the live touchdown of the space shuttle at 
edwards air force base right after these messages nbc science correspondent bob bezzell is with uh colonel 
robert obermeyer an astronaut who has been there you're looking at the space shuttle coming in for a 
landing at edwards air force base gentlemen i know you're watching this as i am from long distance but why 
don't you talk us down yes okay colonel tell us what is happening right now well we're about 30 000 feet at 
this time on the heading alignment circle on the big sweeping turn to the landing they are on that long dive to 
the runway uh bob krippen the commander has taken over manual control and started flying manually as 
they intercepted this heading alignment circle to come on down now dick scoby is watching all the systems 
on his side and checking the backup guidance navigation those kind of things while bob is concentrating on 
looking out the window he obviously has edward's landing strip in sight and we'd be ready to turn on final 
here at about 15 000 feet when you were when you were there in november 1982 and the same same place 
landing at the same place what was going through your mind was it all was it all mechanics or were you 
really excited i think you're really excited about this time about going through my mind i'm sure dick scobee's 
mind is to be backing up bob to give him his best altitude calls he can give him as bob is looking out the wind 
the windshield looking at the runway there notice they're kind of pulling on final here i would estimate they're 
about fifteen thousand feet to maybe twelve thousand feet as they straighten out on the long straight way 
now the dive to the runway coming down at about seventeen thousand feet per minute that's a pretty good 
sink rate at about 2000 feet above the ground bob will break that decent rate with a pull out and uh slow it on 
down and intercept the inner glide path uh and of course there bob then dick scoby will have his big job to do 
with lowering the landing gear that'll be his big problem at 400 feet 14 000 feet so they're coming up 
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it's a beautiful day out there in california we're seeing uh the sun shining on the absolutely perfect day and 
they've just called calm whims so we'll we should have an absolutely nominal landing here uh which is 
considerably better than we would have had here at the cape with the rain we've got coming down on us 
right now yeah you can't see it jane but uh colonel overmeyer and i are standing in a downpour here 
because it tells us it was a very good thing that the orbiter didn't land here this morning he is straight in on 
final this time i haven't heard the altitude but he's picking up his airspeed to about 285 knots he's at just out 
of 6000 feet picking up his air speed to 285 knots so that he can have enough energy to do the pull-out 
maneuver as required to to break the sink rate for the soft landing well you see the sunrise there over the 


desert at edwards air force base very pretty site the orbiter coming down very quickly now towards the 
ground it falls almost like a rocket any moment now there's this they're starting to pull out the gear is coming 
down 400 feet the landing gear is down and locked and looks down and locked and now dick will be just 
calling the radar altimeter altitudes to bob as bob is flying it getting ready for the touchdown let's watch the 
touchdown [Music] smooth as glass well that's the dust from the dry lake bed at edwards air force base 
coming up there and i'll be starting the derotation mover here to put the nose wheel on at about 160 knots 
bob will start the nose on down and we should get runway contact on the nose gear about 140 knots it'll be 
on the brakes here pretty quick and it looks like we've just had a perfect landing of challenger and we're the 
boys are back in california back in california after a mission that uh absolutely 100 successful we have gotten 
everything what from a mission that looked like was going to be a failure has turned out to be a 1 000 
success we're really pleased with it now they're going to roll to a halt here how long will it be before the five 
astronauts who will be coming out of the vehicle there well there's no hurry at this point they'll be checking 
the the ground crews will be checking around for toxic fumes around the spacecraft meanwhile the crew will 
be unstrapping and getting their helmets off net 
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and getting their helmets off net and powering down the spacecraft so it'll take up to about 45 minutes so it'll 
be a while before we've got them down on obviously if there were a reason to get out in a hurry they could 
come out much faster but we'll do an orderly power down shutting off the computer shutting off the electrical 
power system those kind of things in a very orderly fashion so we've seen a beautiful landing in california we 
didn't see it here in florida but we're very happy that it worked just the same jane thank you colonel 
overmeyer and bob we appreciate it we'll come back in a moment well nasa had to postpone the landing that 
was originally to be at uh what 707 eastern time it did come down at 8 38 uh eastern time in the west but did 
it come down on the button you were amazed i was watching the clock here they predicted oh i guess three 
or four hours ago that it was going to come down at this time here it is right now we have we're seeing it 
come in live we're not live this is on tape excuse me this happened a short while ago and you see the 
landing gear extending right there just at about 400 feet as they say and you have one shot of the landing 
gear if it doesn't come down it bellies in so they exactly how often can you land a plane oh every time this 
smoothly was the finish of the the question this is called painting it on this is when you have to radio the 
control tower and ask them if you're really down it's that smooth you see and once they're down they deploy 
the speed brakes on the vertical fin you'll see them pop out on either side and it's they use those actually to 
control the descent to the speed brakes but as i was saying this they predicted it would be down at 8 38 and 
the thing was heaven knows how many thousand miles away and how many uh how many orbits away at 
that point from landing but it comes in right on the second that ability they have to project by computer the 
exact arrival time the exact point of every maneuver they could probably tell you about where on the runway 
was going to stop if they really wanted to here and at that very moment uh back at cape canaveral where the 
original landing was supposed to take place the wind was howling the rain was falling we're told so that's why 
obviously with the had to bring the uh all right we're about to get a live picture of the shuttle which looks 
about the same as the tape picture did 
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the same as the tape picture did you see they've got the door open now they sent the technicians around in 
those rather bizarre looking suits they look like they're moonwalkers and they have little sniffers to sniff 
around to see if any of the chemicals that they use some of those chemicals they use for the thrusters in the 
shuttle are toxic in fact they could be fatal if you inhale it up at them so they sniff around to make sure they 
don't have any leaking thrusters so when the door opens and the astronauts emerge they aren't of course 
exposed any of that sort of thing chuck i see the door is open and the uh the the stairs are up i wonder if our 
own control room is aware of the um the crew they ace satellite repair crew has not come out yet uh when 
they do i guess they have little wobbly legs but boy will they be um happily received such a successful 
mission a couple days when it was a little little touch and go and it looked like they were going to have to 
bring back our mission without calendar flight crew at this time preparing to leave challenger come down the 


stairs to take the van back to trident flight research center main complex i i love the irony these guys are 
going to have to get on planes and fly home now i bet their plane isn't as as on time as their shuttle was what 
do you want to bet yeah well that's a live picture of a space shuttle home safe and sound time now for station 
break 
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